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Councilmember Kobayashi Introduces Anti-Graffiti Legislation

Honolulu—Councilmember Ann Kobayashi will be holding a press conference on
Tuesday, January 23, 2007, at 10:30 a.m. at 2082 Manoa Road (across from the Punshou
fennis courts) to announce the introduction of Bill 6 (2007), an anti-graffiti initiative
which would allow the City to eliminate graffiti on private property visible from a public
place.

“My office receives many calls notifying us of graffiti locations, however, because it is
on private property it is difficult for the City to go there and clean it up,” said
Councilmember Kobayashi. “This law is similar to laws passed in other municipalities
and would give the private owner the option of cleaning it up themselves or they would
allow the City to go on their property to clean it up.”

Penalties for graffiti range from 30 days in jail to fines for criminal property damage
from $10600 to $20,000 and up to 10 years in jail. Current City law prohibits minors from
purchasing or possessing graffiti implements with penalties ranging from 30 days in jail
to a $2000 fine. Despite current laws, graffiti continues to increase.

In 2005, Waikele residents banded together to clean up the graffiti as soon as they occur
and the program has been considered a success because the taggers eventually consider
their actions a waste of time and resources.

“Studies have shown that the immediate removal of graffiti is the best deterrence for the
prevention of graffiti,” said Coucilmember Kobayashi. “As seen in neighborhoods like
Waikele, community involvement is important in prevention of this crime and this law
would involve the City and residents in preventing the spread of graffiti.”



